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Report Highlights: 

Greatly simplified certification requirements for U.S. beef and poultry exported to Trinidad and Tobago (TT) 

became effective on November 15, 2013.  Similarly, streamlined certification requirements for U.S. dairy, pet 

foods, and other animal products exported to TT were made effective on August 29, 2013.  This was the result of 

technical discussions, held in Port of Spain in August 2012 and again in August 2013, between FAS, APHIS, and 

FSIS officials with their counterparts at the TT Ministries of Health and Food Production.  TT is the largest 

importer of U.S. agricultural and related products in the CBATO region ($392.5 million in 2012), with animal 

products accounting for nearly a quarter ($87.3 million) of this trade. 
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General Information:  

Nearly two years of discussions between U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) officials and their counterparts 

at the Trinidad and Tobago Ministries of Food Production and Health, have led to recent revisions of TT’s import 

requirements for various U.S. animal products.  In general, either existing requirements have been updated and 

streamlined, new requirements have been adopted where needed, or clarification has been provided in terms of 

what types of products require export certification.  This comprehensive package of import requirement changes 

is summarized below.   

 

Meat & Poultry 

 

On November 15, 2013 new, greatly streamlined import requirements were put in place for U.S. meats and 

natural casings shipped to Trinidad and Tobago.  Following is a summary of the major changes:  

 

A) For beef and beef products, the new requirements reflect the United States’ new negligible risk status for 

bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE).  More specifically, the requirement for a letterhead certificate with 

additional BSE-related statements has been eliminated. 

B) For poultry and poultry products, outdated certification language was eliminated. 

C) Pork and pork products are now officially eligible for entry. 

D) Sheep and goat meat and meat products are now eligible for entry 

E) Natural casings (bovine, ovine and swine) are now eligible for entry. 

 

The standard Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) Form 9060-5, Meat and Poultry Certificate of 

Wholesomeness is sufficient for exports of fresh/frozen meat and meat products and poultry and poultry 

products.  For beef, pork and sheep casings FSIS Form 9060-7 (08/26/2011) is to be used when the casings are 

derived from animals slaughtered in the United States and FSIS Form 9060-18 (08/25/2011) is to be used when 

the casings are legally imported into the United States.  The new requirements can be found on FSIS’ Export 

Library at:  http://www.fsis.usda.gov.edgesuite.net/wps/portal/fsis/topics/international-affairs/exporting-

products/export-library-requirements-by-country/Trinidad 

 

Although U.S. beef and poultry exports were not being restricted in any significant way, these new requirements 

provide for clearer, simplified export certification.  U.S. pork and pork products, which were already being 

exported to TT, have been officially recognized as an eligible product.  Moreover, sheep and goat meat and meat 

products as well as natural casings are all new additions to the eligible product list.  Meat and poultry product 

exports to TT represent a $48 million market for U.S. suppliers (2012).        

 

Dairy Products 

 

On August 29, USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) published updated International 

Regulations (IREGs) for the export of animal products to TT providing clarification on the requirements for dairy 

shipped to TT 

 (http://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/products/downloads/td_dairy.pdf).   The amended IREG 

clarifies that USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) is to issue the export certification for dairy products 

for human consumption produced in the United States.  More information on AMS dairy certification is available 

at:  

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateA&navID=GradingCertificati

onandVerfication&leftNav=GradingCertificationandVerfication&page=DYGradingSanitaryCertification 

In 2012 U.S. dairy exports to Trinidad were valued at $24 million. 

http://www.fsis.usda.gov.edgesuite.net/wps/portal/fsis/topics/international-affairs/exporting-products/export-library-requirements-by-country/Trinidad
http://www.fsis.usda.gov.edgesuite.net/wps/portal/fsis/topics/international-affairs/exporting-products/export-library-requirements-by-country/Trinidad
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/products/downloads/td_dairy.pdf
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateA&navID=GradingCertificationandVerfication&leftNav=GradingCertificationandVerfication&page=DYGradingSanitaryCertification
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateA&navID=GradingCertificationandVerfication&leftNav=GradingCertificationandVerfication&page=DYGradingSanitaryCertification


 

Pet Food & Treats 

 

On August 29, 2013, updated information for the export of pet foods and pet treats to TT was also published in 

APHIS’ IRegs  

(http://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/products/downloads/td_pf_pt.pdf).  The updated requirements 

call for the following certification statements to be provided in the Additional Declarations section of the APHIS 

Export Certificate for Animal Products (VS Form 16-4) and continuation page VS form 16-4A as needed. A 

notarized affidavit from the manufacturer is required to support these statements on the export certificate issued 

by APHIS Veterinary Services. 

 

“This office has on file a notarized affidavit from [company name] verifying the accuracy of the statements 

below: 

 

1. The products may be freely sold in the United States as pet food. 

 

2. Dry, semi-moist, and dehydrated products were sufficiently heat processed to assure destruction of pathogens 

of concern. 

 

3. Canned (hermetically sealed products) were treated to an F0 of 3.0 or more. 

 

4. Precautions were taken after processing to avoid contamination of the products. 

 

5. All products have been packed using new containers and packaging materials.” 

 

In 2012 pet food (dog and cat) exports to TT were valued at $8 million. 

 

Other Animal Products 

 

Practically all animal products are eligible for export to TT with an export certificate issued by the competent or 

delegated authority.  The August 29, 2013 update to the APHIS IRegs for Trinidad also provides clarification on 

TT’s requirements for several types of animal products as well as new guidance for feathers intended for 

ornamental use, leather and products based on animal skins, and semen extenders containing eggs.  Changes to 

TT’s IRegs entry are summarized below. 

 

Processed foods and food ingredients containing animal products as well as shelf stable food preparations should 

be accompanied by a Free Sale Certificate issued by a food safety agency in the State of manufacture under the 

authority of the competent authority or by the United States Food and Drug Administration. No APHIS 

Veterinary Services certificate should be necessary. 

 

For unprocessed or minimally processed animal products that are intended for use in either human foods or in 

animal feeds, an appropriate export certificate is required. The export certificate should attest to the animal health 

status of the United States with respect to the animal species of origin, either preprinted on the certificate (Export 

Certificate for Animal Products VS form 16-4) or in additional declarations on the certificate. These additional 

certification statements should address specific animal disease risk that may be inherent to the product and that 

are supported by recommendations of the Terrestrial Animal Disease Code (OIE). 

 

With regard to new animal products (not previously imported into TT), either the Animal Health Subdivision, 

Ministry of Food Production (for animal disease risks), or Chemistry, Food and Drug Division, Ministry of 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/products/downloads/td_pf_pt.pdf


Health (for human health risks), will conduct an assessment to determine eligibility. 

 

For import requirements for feathers intended for ornamental use, see: 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/products/downloads/td_fe_orn.pdf 

 

For import requirements for leather and products based on animal skins, see: 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/products/downloads/td_an_skins.pdf 

 

For import requirements for semen extenders containing eggs, see: 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/products/downloads/td_se_eggs.pdf 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/products/downloads/td_fe_orn.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/products/downloads/td_an_skins.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/products/downloads/td_se_eggs.pdf


Appendix I. Government Regulatory Agency Contacts: 

  

FOR GENERAL COMPLIANCE WITH FOOD IMPORT REQUIREMENTS, CONTACT: 

  

Chemistry, Food & Drugs Division 

Ministry of Health 

92 Frederick Street, 2nd Floor 

Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, W.I. 

Tel: 1 (868) 623-5242 / 623-2834 / 624-5968 / 623-2476 

Fax: 1 (868) 623-2477 

E-mail: cfdd@health.gov.tt     

  

FOR LIVE ANIMALS AND ANIMAL PRODUCT IMPORTS, CONTACT: 

  

Veterinary Service 

Ministry of Food Production, Land and Marine Affairs 

80 Abercromby Street 

Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago 

Tel: 1 (868) 625-5997 / 625-1473 / 741-3968 

Fax: 1 (868) 625-5993 

E-mail: aphmalmr@tstt.net.tt , aphmalmr@gmail.com    
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